THE PERFECT TREE

Whether you want a leafy canopy, seasonal fruit, tactile bark or visually
beautiful blossoms, there are types of trees to fill these functions
TEXT MARY MAUREL

Every garden needs a perfect tree. Depending on what type of tree it is, it can
offer shade in the summer, provide autumnal leaf colour or seasonal flower colour,
screen a neighbour’s house or even provide fruit in the summer. Or it could be that
tree that defines a space: the tree in the lawn, deck or courtyard, with a gnarled
form and a canopy overhead, which invites you outdoors and offers refuge. You
can have just a tree and not much else around it, and yet this could be a perfect
garden. We all have memories of such trees. One of my favourite trees is Ulmus
parvifolia. Commonly known as a Chinese elm, it’s deciduous and a great tree for
gardens where wind is an issue. Despite being tough, it has a lightness to its leafy
canopy, offering dappled shade. It also has interesting bark.
Trees for dappled shade Celtis africana, Ulmus parvifolia Trees for interesting bark
Caesalpinia ferrea Trees for autumnal colour Liquidambar styraciflua Trees for
screening Apodytes dimidiata, Curtisia dentata, Ilex mitis, Nuxia floribunda, Syzigium
guineense. Trees for flowers Erythrina lysistemon, Calodendrum capense, Jacaranda
mimosifolia, Dais cotinifolia, Magnolia spp. Trees for blossoms Almond Trees for fruit
Pomegranate, fig, lemon trees

Courtyard cover
A space-defining courtyard tree can provide a
sense of a roof, thereby grounding the space. The
Celtis is a lovely, medium-sized deciduous tree,
meaning it will lose its leaves in winter and shoot
new leaves each year. It drops its leaves relatively
quickly in autumn, which is better than protracted,
messy leaf-shedding that may require extra effort
to keep your courtyard clear of debris. The new
spring growth is fresh and particularly attractive.
There's an indigenous version,
Celtis africana , as well as an exotic version,
Celtis sinensis.

Lawn ornament
The jacaranda puts on a spectacular
display in early summer, only
to drop its flowers and create a
beautiful lilac carpet. There’s
an old jacaranda in my garden,
the only plant I kept from the
inherited garden. Old trees like
this add a sense of establishment
to a garden. It also offers a shady
canopyfor pleasant outdoor seating.
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